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SAMPLE PAPER TEST 02 FOR TERM-2 EXAM (2021-22) 
 

SUBJECT: ENGLISH (184)      MAX. MARKS : 40 
CLASS : X         DURATION: 2 HRS  
General Instructions: 
1. The Question Paper contains THREE sections-READING, WRITING & GRAMMAR and 

LITERATURE. 
2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part. 

 
SECTION-A (READING) 

 

1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow. 
 
(1) Great people are born with the objective to produce an influence on the society. One such 
personality, who was so humble and lived his complete life with determination and purpose to 
achieve certain aims was Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar. He was not only a great social reformer 
but also a writer, educator and he worked endlessly to transform the society. He strongly 
protested against social evils like polygamy and child marriage. He favoured widow remarriage 
and women’s education in India. The Widow Remarriage Act was passed in 1856 making the 
marriage of widows legal because of his continuous efforts to solve these problems. 
 
(2) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar refined the way Bengali language was written and taught. His 
book ‘Borno Porichoy’ (Introduction to the Alphabet) is still used as the introductory text to 
teach the Bengali alphabet. Thus, he brought about a revolution in the Bengali Education 
System. Vidyasagar is credited with the role of completely changing the old method of teaching 
which prevailed in Sanskrit College. As a professor in Sanskrit College, he bought modern 
outlook into the method of teaching. He included English and Bengali as mediums of learning, 
besides Sanskrit. He, also, introduced courses in European History, Philosophy and Science 
along with Vedic scriptures. He encouraged the students to study these subjects and make the 
best of both the worlds. 
 
(3) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar was a strong advocate of women education. He rightly viewed 
education as the primary way for women to achieve emancipation from the society’s oppression 
they had to face at that time. He exercised his power to open schools for girls and even outlined 
suitable curriculum to educate them. He went from door to door, requesting heads of the families 
to allow their daughters to enrol them in schools. 
 
(4) Ishwar Chandra was a man who defined his own path of action. He never listened to what 
other people said about his work and made decisions based on his own judgement. He was 
famous for all these qualities. He was also known for his great courage. Vidyasagar had a very 
soft heart that sympathised with those in trouble. He was easily moved to tears when he saw 
someone in pain and was always the first one to offer his help to his colleagues and friends in 
distress. After his death, Rabindranath Tagore said, “One wonders how God, in the process of 
producing forty million Bengalis, produced a man!”  
 
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY FIVE questions from the 
six given below:          (1 × 5 = 5) 
(i) With what objective are great people born? 
(ii) Who was Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar? 
(iii) What is the book ‘Borno Porichoy’ about? 
(iv) How can we say that Vidyasagar was a soft-hearted man? 
(v) The synonym of the word ‘impression’ in Paragraph-1 is ______________. 
(vi) What changes did Vidyasagar bring about in the method of teaching at Sanskrit college?  
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2. Read the following passage carefully. 
 

(1) We have entered a new world. The fall of the Berlin wall put an end to the bipolar world and 
gave birth to hope for freedom and prosperity; there were States that gained their independence. 
Most adopted the democratic model, which corresponds to our shared political values. 
 
(2) Globalisation further enhances these changes. It offers extra-ordinary opportunities to 
individuals who are in a position to seize them; easier access to information, speedier 
communications and unimpeded travels. But it also develops new forms of vulnerabilities; a 
financial crisis can run from Thailand to Russia via Latin America. Epidemics spread faster and 
further, be it mad cow’s disease or bird flu. Therefore, our destiny is no longer shaped within 
safe frontiers but on an international scale. Given the extent of these changes, we must define our 
world’s new principles of organization. 
 
(3) In this endeavor for a new order, India has a major role to play. First because it is an example 
of dynamism and energy. Our country is young; 33 per cent of the population is under the age of 
15. We are aware of the tremendous asset and the immense responsibility that this represents. A 
young population is a guarantee of imagination, renewal, awakening and hope. But it is also a 
challenge in terms of education, health and training. India has been able to make the most of 
globalisation and has gained a pivotal role. It provides the example of an economy which has 
allied dynamism and equilibrium. The past year offers the two-fold satisfaction of a spectacular 
7.5 per cent growth rate and inflation under control. Thanks to the size and dynamism of its 
domestic market, it can project itself into the future with confidence. 
 
(4) India is now the biggest international service provider in information technologies, and this at 
a time when the Western countries are experiencing a real shortage of manpower in this very 
field. A scientific power, India, today, is also a key player in space research. Thanks to the 
excellence of the Indian Space Research Organisation, it is the forefront of technologies for 
launchers and the construction of satellites. 
 
(5) This economic vitality has developed on the basis of a strong concern for social justice. In the 
face of inequalities that still remain and could be increasing, India has given priority, to poverty 
reduction, job creation and support of the agricultural sector. Our country has shown that 
economic growth and concern for the greater good are not incompatible. 
 
(6) India, however, does not only offer an economic model. It stands as an example for nations 
that show due respect for cultural identities. This represents a major challenge as globalization 
has inherent in it two-fold risk. First of all, there is the risk of domination of certain forms of 
thinking, of certain ways of life and expression. The diversity of cultures, religions, traditions 
and memories is an essential component of the richness of our world. If we are not careful, it 
could die one day.  
Then there is the risk of confrontation of identities. Lack of respect for what people stand for can 
nurture claims of nationalists and fundamentalists. The more an identity feels threatened, the 
more it tends to be inward looking, rejects diversity and finally gives in to confrontation. These 
are the patterns that we saw in action in the worst post-cold war confrontations, from the 
explosion of the Balkans to the genocide in the Rawanda. 
 
(7) With 18 official languages and over 1652 dialects, India is at the forefront of cultural 
diversity. It is a proof that openness to the outside world and preservation of its own roots can go 
hand in hand. The movement of exchange between cultures must not lead to silencing the 
polyphony of voices and views. In the heart of its democracy, India has been able to define an 
identity respectful of each and everyone’s specificity. It is home to one of the largest Muslim 
communities of the world, with over 120 million believers. The religious patchwork of India 
offers to each minority, whether it be the two million Christians, the 16 million Sikhs or the 



Page - 3- 

Buddhists, Jains and Parsis, the possibility of keeping alive their own religious beliefs in 
harmony with the Indian identity. 
 
(8) This original and exemplary synthesis is difficult to achieve. The will to promote democracy 
is undoubtedly the strongest political message of the Indian nation. At the heart of the new world 
geography lies the democratic challenge. Thanks to Indians we know that the size of the 
population, that the force of history and traditions is not an obstacle. India is a proof that the 
universality of Human Rights is a realistic emotion. It shows us that State secularism can be 
reconciled with the vigour of identities and beliefs. 
 
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY FIVE questions from the 
six given below:          (1 × 5 = 5) 
(i) How is India in the forefront of cultural diversity? 
(ii) What, according to the author, is the strongest political message of the Indian nation? 
(iii) How has India made the most of globalisation? 
(iv) How has India tackled the issue of social injustice? 
(v) What is one important disadvantage of globalisation? 
(vi) What are the changes brought about by globalisation? 
 

SECTION-B (WRITING AND GRAMMAR) 
 

3. Attempt any one of the given questions.        (5) 
(i) As librarian, Model School, Mumbai, write a letter to M/s Mohanlal & Bros Booksellers, 
Agra, placing an order for books. (Mention atleast 4 titles of the books) to be supplied 
immediately.  
 
(ii) The following graph shows the number of visitors (in millions) who visited the famous 
Salarjung Museum in Hyderabad between 2000 and 2020 as well as the number of visitors 
expected to visit it in the next ten years. Interpret the line graph is 150-200 words.  
 

 
 

4. The following paragraph has not been edited. There is an error in each line. Identify the 
error and write its correction against the correct blank number. Remember to underline 
the correction.          (1 × 3 = 3) 

 Error Correction 
People of diverse cultures lives  (a) _____ _____ 
together in India. There is many  (b) _____ _____ 
people who exhibit unity on diversity. (c) _____ _____ 
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5. Read the conversation between Priya and Rahul and complete the passage that follows  
(1 × 2 = 2) 

Father : Son, what do you want to be when you grow up? 
Son : Dad, I want to be a pilot. 
Father : Why? 
Son : Because I love being in the air and help people get 
to new destinations.  
Father asked his son what he wanted to be when he grows up. The son replied that (a) 
__________ . When the father asked why, the son replied that (b) _____________ people get to 
new destinations.  
 

SECTION - C (LITERATURE)  
 

6. Answer ANY SIX of the following in about 30-40 words.    (2 × 6 = 12) 
(i) Do you think we always need sophisticated instruments for all science experiments? Why/ 
Why not? 
(ii) Why is it fair to say that Custard could be the ‘poster-boy’ for the belief that the real nature 
of a person is revealed at times of the greatest difficulty? 
(iii) How did Chubukov react when Lomov asked for the hand of his daughter in marriage? 
(iv) Why was the lawyer not happy with his job? 
(v) Whitman’s ode to animals is merely a yearning for a simpler life. Do you agree? Justify your 
answer. 
(vi) How did Valli save money for her first bus journey? 
(vii) Why was Matlida Loisel always unhappy?  
 

7. Answer ANY TWO of the following in about 120-150 words each.   (4 × 2 = 8) 
(i) Life is full of trials and tribulations which can be overcome by a human being through his 
own efforts. Explain with reference to Kisa Gotami’s life. 
(ii) Bholi was a neglected child. Explain.  
(iii) Custard was discriminated against, bullied and made fun of. 
Such behaviour often has a disastrous impact on the victims and etches a permanent scar on their 
minds. 
Write opinions of Wanda and Mandela on this issue. 
Wanda: In my personal opinion, ……………………………….(continue) 
Nelson Mandela: I strongly believe that…………………….(continue)  

 
 


