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FEDERALISM 
 

VERY SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS [1 MARK] 
 

1. Name the countries having ‘coming together’ federation and ‘holding together’ federation. 
Answer: 
Countries having ‘coming together’ federation are – USA, Switzerland, Australia. 
Countries having ‘holding together’ federation are – India, Spain, Belgium. 
 

2. How can the fundamental provisions of the Indian constitution be changed? 
Answer: 
The fundamental provisions of the Indian constitution can be changed in a bilateral way wherein 
the consent of both the levels of government is required. 
 

3. Why have the subjects like defence, foreign affairs, banking, etc. been included in the Union 
List? 
Answer: 
Defence, foreign affairs, banking are included in the Union List because these subjects are of 
national importance and require a uniform policy for execution. 
 

4. In India’s federal system, which level of government has the power to legislate on residuary 
subjects? 

OR 
Which level of government in India legislates on the residuary subjects? 
Answer: 
In India’s federal system’ Union government has the power to legislate on residuary subjects. 
 

5. In case of a clash between the laws made by the centre and a state on a subject in the 
concurrent list, whose law will prevail? 
Answer: 
In case of a clash between the laws made by the centre and state on a subject in the concurrent 
list, the Union Law will prevail. 
 

6. Which two Indian states have been given special status? 
Answer: 
Jammu and Kashmir and Arunachal Pradesh have been given special status in Indian federation. 
 

7. Which judgement of the Supreme Court made Indian federal power sharing more effective? 
Answer: 
The historic judgement in which Supreme Court declared that Central government cannot dismiss 
the state government in an arbitary manner, made the Indian federal power sharing more effective. 
 

8. What are the two main basis on which new states of India have been created? 
Answer: 
Language and regional ethnicity are the main basis on which new states have been created. 
 

9. How many languages are spoken in India and what is the ratio of Hindi speaking people in 
India? 
Answer: 
There are 114 languages spoken in India out of which 22 languages (including Hindi) are 
recognised as scheduled languages. About 40 per cent people in India speak Hindi language. 
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10. What does the concept of decentralisation signify? 
Answer: 
The concept of decentralisation signifies – power taken away from central and state government 
and given to local government at both the urban and rural levels. 
 

11. Which two constitutional amendments of 1992 deal with the local self-government? 
Answer: 
73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendments of 1992 deal with the local self-government at local 
level in rural and urban areas. 
 

12. What is the official post for the chairperson of a municipal corporation? 
Answer: 
Mayor is the official post for the chairperson of a municipal corporation. 
 

13. Define the term federalism. 
Answer: 
Federalism is a system of government in which the power is divided between a central authority 
and various constituent units of the country. Both these levels of the government the central and 
the state—enjoy their powers independent of each other. 
 

14. Name any two subjects which are included in the Union List. 
Answer: 
Foreign affairs and defence are included in the Union List. 
 

15. How many seats are reserved for women in the local bodies in India? 
Answer: 
At least one-third of the seats are reserved for women in the local bodies in India. 
 

16. What other factors besides politics keep the federations united? 
Answer: 
Besides politics other factors that keep federations united are: 
 Power sharing arrangements between the central and state governments 
 Independent role of judiciary 
 Language ethnicity 
 Response to conflicting claims and 
 Active participation of the people. 

 
17. Which is the highest institution of Panchayati Raj in rural areas?  

Answer: 
Zila parishad is the highest institution of Panchayati Raj in rural areas. 
 
 

SHORT ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS [3 MARKS] 
 

18. Explain the vertical division of power giving example from India. 
Answer: 
 The power shared among the different levels of the government is known as the vertical 

distribution of power. It involves higher and lower levels of government. These levels are 
the Union government, the State government and the Local government. In India, the 
Union government is at the highest level. The government at the provincial or regional 
level is the State government. The Indian Constitution has further laid down the provision 
of distribution of power. This division of power is further extended to the levels of the 
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government lower than the state governments. They are also called Municipal 
Corporations and the Municipalities in urban areas and Panchayati Raj in rural areas. 

 Each level of the government exercises its power. There is no specification of the system 
of checks and balances. Each level has its own powers and areas of jurisdiction and no 
level can interfere in each other’s functioning. Such an arrangement ensures deepening of 
democracy. 

 
19. Judiciary plays an important role in Indian federalism.’ Justify the statement. 

OR 
In what ways is the judiciary important for Indian federalism? 
Answer: 
 Judiciary with the supreme court at the apex is the sole interpreter of Indian Constitution. 
 It plays a pivotal role in the implementation of constitutional provisions and procedures. 
 Judiciary administers both the union and state laws which are applicable to the cases 

coming up for adjudication. 
 The disputes about the division of powers are settled by the Judiciary. Hence, judiciary is 

considered as the guardian of the Indian federalism. (any three) 
 

20. Compare the federations of coming together type and holding together type? 
Answer: 
The following are the differences between coming together type and holding together 
federations. 

Coming Together Federation  Holding Together Federation 
(a) Coming Together Federalism 
involves independent states coming 
together on their own to form a bigger 
unit. 

(a) In this system the large power or country decides 
to divide its power between its constituent states and 
national government. 

(b) In coming together, units try to 
increase their security by pooling 
sovereignty and retaining identity. 

(b) In holding together there is absence of pooling 
sovereignty and retaining identity. In fact, in this 
federation the central government subordinates over 
the constituent units. 

(c) In this category of federations, all 
the constituent units usually have 
equal power and are strong vis-a-vis 
the federal government. 

(c) Whereas, in this category, the central 
government tends to be more powerful vis-a-vis the 
states. Sometimes constituent units of the federation 
have unequal powers. For example, in India, Jammu 
and Kashmir has been granted special status. 

(d) USA, Switzerland, and Australia 
are examples of Coming Together 
Federations. 

(d) India, Spain and Belgium are examples of 
Holding Togther Federations. 

 
21. Examine the controversy over Hindi and English as the official language. 

Answer: 
 The controversy over the Hindi and English as the official language started when our 

Constitution made the provision that the use of English for official purposes was to stop in 
1965. 

 However, many non-Hindi speaking states demanded that the use of English should 
continue. In Tamil Nadu, this movement took a violent form. 

 So the central government responded by agreeing to continue the use of English along 
with Hindi for official purposes. 
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 Thus, the flexibility shown by Indian political leaders helped our country to avoid the 
tense situation like that in Sri Lanka. (any three) 

 
22. Explain five changes towards decentralization brought in the Constitution after the 

amendments made in 1992. 
Answer: 
The following steps were taken towards decentralization after 1992. 
 It was made constitutionally mandatory to hold regular elections to local government 

bodies. 
 Seats were reserved for Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs) and Other 

Backward communities (OBCs) in the elected bodies. 
 Women were given one-third representation. 
 An independent institution, called state election commission, was created to conduct local 

body elections. 
 State governments were required to share this power and revenue with local bodies. 

 
 

LONG ANSWER TYPE QUESTIONS [5 MARKS] 
 

23. Explain the threefold distribution of legislative powers between the Union Government and 
the State Governments. 

OR 
How are the legislative powers divided between the Union government and the State 
Governments? 
Answer: 
Legislative powers are divided between the Union government and the State Governments by the 
Constitution of India. The Constitution is the supreme power in the country and the legislative 
powers are divided into various areas of government jurisdiction into three lists. 

 
The Union List: The Union List is given in Seventh Schedule in the Constitution of India on 
which Parliament has exclusive power to legislate. It contains areas like defence, foreign affairs, 
currency and communications. 
The State List: The State List is also in the Seventh Schedule of the constitution containing 
subjects like social service, police and Health, which are under the jurisdiction of the state 
government. Only state legislature can pass laws on these subjects. 
The Concurrent List: The Concurrent List contains items like criminal law, forests, population 
control in which both parliament and state legislature can pass laws. However, in case of any 
conflict arising between the laws made by the parliament and the laws made by the state 
legislature, the laws made by the parliament will prevail. 
 

24. Explain any four features of federalism. 
OR 

Which five provisions of Indian Constitution make India a full-fledged federation? 
OR 

How has federalism succeeded in India? What policies adopted by India have ensured this 
success? 
Answer: 
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A federation is a country in which the powers are divided between the union and its constituents. 
India is an example of holding together federation, where the country decides to create constituent 
units, thereby dividing the powers and duties between the centre and the states. 
The following are the five provisions that make India a full-fledged federation. 
 Two or more levels of government: We have a federal system whereby the constitution 

has more than two tiers of the government, viz. the Union 
 Government, State Governments and Local Government. This implies that there are more 

than two levels of government administration among which powers are divided and duties 
are given. 

 Three Lists: The powers are divided between the Centre and the States by three Lists: 
Union list, State List and Concurrent list. 

 Union List deals with the issues relating to the Centre, State List deals with the issues 
relating to the States and Concurrent List deals with the matters of both the Centre and the 
States. 

 Rigid Constitution: The Government of India is governed by the Constitution of India 
and it is considered the Supreme Power in the Country. It is not an easy task to amend the 
constitution. For a constitutional provision to be amended, it requires ratification by half 
of the State Legislatures, failing which the Constitution cannot be amended. 

 Bicameral Legislature: India has a bicameral legislature which means that the Parliament 
consists of two houses, viz, the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. One represents the 
country and the other represents the interest of the constituent states. 

 Financial Autonomy: The revenue sources of both the Centre and States have been 
clearly defined, that ensures financial autonomy to both the Centre and the States. In 
layman’s language, the Centre and the State have different sources of income, which 
means they are independent of each other when it comes to revenue. 

 Independent Judiciary: Independent judiciary is the essence of federal government. 
Here, courts have the power to interpret the constitution and the powers of the different 
levels of government. In India, the highest court—the Supreme Court—acts as an umpire 
if a dispute arises between the different levels of government in the exercise of their 
respective powers, 

 
25. The creation of linguistic states was the first and the major test of democratic politics in our 

country. Justify the statement. 
Answer: 
The creation of linguistic states was the first and the major test of democratic politics in our 
country. 
 After 1947, the boundaries of several old states of India were proposed to be changed to 

ensure that people who spoke the same language lived in the same state. It was felt that it 
would case administrative constraints also. 

 Some states like Nagaland were not created on the basis of language but because of their 
distinct culture, ethnicity and geography. 

 When the demand for the formation of linguistic states rose, some leaders feared that it 
would again lead to disintegration. 

 This idea was thus resisted for some time fearing any further tension or conflict within the 
country. 

 But when the actual creation of states was done on the basis of language, it so proved that 
the country was more united. This process did away with all fears and tension. 

 Thus, the framing of the language policy was the test for Indian federation. It inspired the 
confidence in different language speaking people that no language will be imposed on 
them. In a way Language policy has strengthened the unity and integrity of India. 

 
26. Explain democratic policies adopted by Government of India which made it a successful 

federation. 
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Answer: 
The following democratic policies have helped India to be a successful federation. 
 The powers of the central and state governments have been clearly seperated under the 

Union, State and Concurrent Lists. It removes the possibility of any type of interference in 
the functioning of the central and state governments. 

 A three-tier system of governance has been approved under the Union, State and Local 
governments. They govern the people at their respective levels. 

 Some states like Jammu and Kashmir and Arunachal Pradesh have been given special 
status so as to maintain their autonomy. 

 The fundamental structure of the Indian Constitution cannot be unilateraly changed by the 
Parliament. Any amendment in the Constitution needs the approval of both the houses of 
the Parliament and at least half of the total states. 

 The sources of income of different levels of the government has been clearly stated in the 
Constitution to avoid any conflict. 

 
27. Examine the composition and structure of urban local self-government. 

Answer: 
Like Panchayati Raj at rural areas, local bodies exist for urban areas as well. The structure is like: 
(a) Municipal Corporations: Big cities have municipal corporations. It is the top most urban local 
government. 
 The corporation comprises members called councillors. These councillors are elected on 

adult franchise. 
 The political head of the municipal corporation is known as Mayor.  

Its main functions are: 
(i) Supply of wholesome water 
(ii) Supply of electricity 
(iii) Road transport services 
(iv) Establishment of hospitals, maternity and child welfare centres etc. 
(v) It has also the discretionary functions like construction of public parks, gardens libraries, 
public housing, registration of marriages, surveys of buildings and lands etc. 
(b) Municipalities: Municipalities are set up in towns. They are controlled by elected bodies 
consisting of people’s representatives. Municipal Chairperson is the political head of the 
municipality. The functions of a municipality and of a municipal corporation are more or less 
identical. The urban local bodies get various type of grants from the state and central 
governments. 

 
 
 
 


